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PREFACE. 


Q- Truths, as ſome Excellencies, are ſo much bebold- 


| tug to their own Light, that the ſhorteft and moſt tran- 
frent glimps can command our Aſſent to the one , and 

"> give us a ſufficient knowledge of the other. Such u that 
of the mward worth of this Author, who as be mas many ways 
qualified for that piece of ancient charafter, inirÞdews Th oeur 
riuanoy 66124 <urh oj vis Eres, Eunap de Alypio in wit. Fam. p. 
29. (nature and auſterity afforded him fo ſmall H_—_—_ 
of body, and God's blefling on greet faculties and cqua 
diligence, fo rich endowments of Mind, that he approach- 
ed to ſome nearneſs to be all Soul) ſo will he be moſt fully 
pourtrayed on the leaſt Table. Any thing that was truly hs, 
that paſt under his laſt hand in his maturer Age, carries thoſe 
Toeaketh, articu- 

telligibly, if they pleaſe 


lately to thoſe that knew him, and in 


| tobelieve it, to thoſe which knew him not. And this fangle 


| 


Sermon of his, which is here offered the Reader, wndertakes to 
make-good what hath been ſaid. Others have been willing to 
gather up all bis Reliques, which they can retrieve from any 
Coaſt, that nothing which is ſo wel qualified to recerve , may 
want its due veneration ; And the publick i much obliged to 
this their diligence. But for the compleat Image of thu true 
Son of the Engliſh Church, his temper, and the reaſons of his 
unmoved conſtancy to our Perſecuted Mother, it will be compe- 
tently drawn from-this one appearance of him. 


Cone 


Conformable is the frame of the Engliſh Reformation , ſo 
ſtrongly guarded and ſecured inwardly from its own Principles, 
Antiquity and Purity, of ; clean, 
unintricate a making, ſo clear and chryſtalline both in its ſpring 
and flreams, that the ſimpleſt colours and the quickeſt hand will 


give us the juſteſt proſpett, the vitalleſt picture of it. This 


' one parallel of Hezekiah's taking away he bigh-placgs, &c. 
Gelng bere pe phonons þ Hin CONCUr= 
rence of ſuitable circumſtances to the Engliſh Platform ) ſu- 
perceeding the Readers ſolicitude, by Jupplying the want of any 
targer colletÞon of diſcourſes and vindications in the point of 
Schiſmy or Hereſfte, or Non-Communion with' the Catholick 
Church. © joh | Pty 

Thus much was uſeful to he premiſed of the intrinfick value 
of this neniinaer, to engage the indifferent Readers ſurvey, not to. 
anticipate his judgment of it. But the more extrinfick circum- 
Fances of the Place, and Preacher, and Auditory, and De- 
gn of it, may deſerve ſome farther refleftion, in order to thoſe 
which were not foreſeen, nor conſequently at all confidered þ 
the defigner.. The Scene was Paris, ond if I miſtake not, 4 
Hoſtel de Blinville there, the place whither the moſt [lluſtri- 
ous, then Prince of Wales his Highneſs, with his Family, af» 
ſembled for the Divine Offices of the Lords day. . The avow'd. 
Deſign, for the fortifying of all his Engliſh Auditors, againſt 

: the mfuſions, to which that Clime (not the remoter of Rome or 
Madrid) might poſſibly ſubjet them. The Preacher, as great 
a Prelatiſt as any whom unkind or jealous Brethren have ever 
blaſted under that title. | - A Va a 

His love and defire of the Peace of the Church ſo,ardent, aud, 
his Taterceſſions 7:15 Fo for the Return of it, that he was: 
anwilling to be known to poſterity by any other monument than 
this, that Hedaily pray'd for the peace of the Church. 
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But if ye fay unto me, We truft in the Lod our - 
- God: 3s 'not© that . he whoſe high places, and 

| "whoſe Altars He zekzab hath = anay, and 
hath ſaid ro Judah and feruſakem, Te ſhall wor- 
 foip before this Altar in feruſalem ? 


ou may pleaſe.to obſerve, that Deiratio: 
ſometimes miſtakes her aim, and by a weak. 
afſault'commends that good'which it jotends- 
to villifie. Thus this Commander was he 

' ſent to rail down Hezekiah that. bis 1 croel, 
ongue might 'make, as 'twere, the Preface pnitq bis 
Ner''s Sword. Bat ſo fond was his attenipt, that no (tu-; 
died Parafite could have more flatter'd him. So that me-, 


thinks this Prince's Worth ne'ce eq more fl fair, | ne. 
as 


þ 


venpring:SeF-rcengae-notrns Dry Ar ric 
ing 'the High 'and' for the Sabver an) 
75 Ap AGioab that were enjoyn'd him by Moſes: hep 35 if A 
_ Man I accuſe 'Heroch of Godlineſs, or . Abraham of, 
| his Belief ': , who would not take ſuch Accaintion ajthele 
fot'no bin frrifictal Praiſes, as if yr Por Bore, 
hour d rhifſe by an Tyan; 

but godly Abrah4# holy no 'doubt, but that 1 Was 


pert and roads 4 rirtuous gallant Prince, wer yas 
tes fo ens. EL | 
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City Royal, . belieg'd (eas n Lt __ 1 


Fhe Engliſh C aſe, GC 
I could in Charity thus interpret theſe Words of Rabe 
ſhakeb, were he not a Servant unto the King of 4ftxr : 


neſs inſtead of Sin, as if here DetraRion had been ſub- 
orn'd to commend an Leigh You may-thus far truſt Rab- 
om for in my Text he Ipeaks exact Truth, to ſpite the 
of Judab, This is youeably Gad inthe p 


oth Chage © hg nibaly ply rene 
Th pu A ret a 


Afirod, veal. 13, - <= yarn ell and ofthe 
Temple too, all confurned, ver it ſel, the 
bad 09 pe Rabſb eb (ent _ I 
verj-17», NOW. 4 1s r 
Rings AR Ne tells Nm, there SA in 
bly own ies th: for though 4{hri4 it [eW RE ſo 
Kind as tO ia) bim Torts yet (lo low was be b ght) 
' Troopers. No hopthn E- 
own Cont tes, they were ameer bro» 
ay, he dares add more, No hope at al} in 
d ne et; |: for hengh Hue/eh bediodeed bas celpem> 
Ihe <C Fi e&t in Rabſhekeb's ſenſe he had (et 
Y (fl # God, pl Fades myo 
Glorious Places: and upon.this 
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age t all t 
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re, for wk EE proceeding, A (ball a; 


— invert the order of the words, and beſeech you 
to obſexve with me theſe Particulars. Firſt, 


wy By 


but to ſpeak truth, His Gommiſfion makes ir ptain that be 
came toRail :-only bismore friendly matice objeQs good- 
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A Sermon' at PARIS. 

"Firſt, You may: behold the Church of Jedahb corrupt- 
ed, in theſe words, High places and altars, (1. e.) Altars in 
high places: Secondly, theſe Corruptions reformed, whoſe 
high: places, and whoſe altars Hezekigh hath taken away, and 
hath faid to'Fudah, &c. Thirdly, the Reformation cen- 
ſured'; But if ye ſay unto me, We truſt in the Lord our God, 
33 not that he, &c, © Where it's ſilently tax'd of Novelty 
and:of Schiſm, indeed of no lefs than Apoſtacy it ſelf, and 
that: for "this - cauſe they had no hope at all left in God. 
Of-theſe in their order. Firi7, of the Corruptions, [ High - 
Places and altars.) . 

Were bare Reaſon put to viſit the Church of Jud4h, her 
Obliquities in the conceit of moſt men, might well per- 
haps paſs for Trifles. For ſo God have his due Worſhip, a 
man would think, what great matter is't where'e be done : 
The High Places may be as ſerviceable as the Court of the 
Temple: and why may not his Sacrifice be (lain as well at 
Hebron as Jeruſalem? But Iſrael muſt be judged by the 
Laws; and 16 Points of ſo high concerament muſt learn to 
do,. not what ſhe-fancies, but what that Text bath. en- 
joyn'd 3 Take keed thou offer not, &c, Dent. 12. at the 13. 
Thus Moſes words were plain, That God hath enjoyn'd 
but Oe only Altar, but only one for Burat Sacrifice, And 
leſt the violation of that Sacred Law ſhould ſeem ſome 


Might trivial thiog, do but hear the Tenor of thoſe ſevere 


words in the 17th of Levit, What man ſoever there be of 
the houſe of Iſroel, that kills an Ox or a Lamb, &c. and 
bringeth it not to the door of the Tabernacle of the Congrega- 
tion , unto the altar that is before the Tabernacle, to offer 
an offering unto the Lord, before the Tabernacle of the Lord, 
Blood ſhall be imputed unto that man; he has ſhed blood, and 
that man. ſhall be cut off from among his people, in the 4th 
yerſ. of that Chapter. And in the ſame place, verſ. g. it's 


again repeated, and extended _ that it may gais the 
more 


2 
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more liold and reverence What ſoever mun there be" of the 
houſe of Iſreel, or 0 atom _ wh which ſojourn among yon, 
(it muſt extend to Jew3 and Profelytes,) that offers 4 burnt 
ring, or ſacrifice," awd. bringe 11-#0t tg 'the deor of the Ta- 

ernacle, eveh that wars ſhall be cut off from-emvong, \bis peo? 
oh, - A Law ſharp andferrible, fit indeed for Mount Si- 
2143; and'to be delivered m the voice-of a Thunder : who 
would not/ tremble at that Offence, in the Revenge where- 
of Beaſts Thall be eſteemed as Mens to killa Lamb, as to 
' cotamit a Mutther : that man fha)l be cut off from\among; 
his People 3 ſuch Devotions are no lefs than Capital, nor 
will God be fatisfied for ſuch Offences as theſe, till both Peo- 
ple and Prieſt become a Sacrifice. role t 

' If you atk the Ground of this ſevere 'Edit, I might well 
reply, That to yield a Reaſon, doth not ſtill befit the Ma- 
jelly of a Law. - Yet Joſephns tells us, That God therefore 
enjoined one only Altar, that thenceit might become the 
Sacred Embletn both of his Churches Unity, and his own. 
We have, ſaith he, but one altar , 4s ate 8s, x Td iCeaior 4 
13 is. | For our great God is but One, andour twelve Tribes 
make bnt one People only. There are Interpreters more 
home, that plainly tell us, this Law was made for two Rea- 
ſons : Firſt, to prevent Schifmz and Seroxdly, to prevent 
Idolatry. Firſt, Schiſts : For hadleave been given to this 
heady wrang)tty People, to do Sacrifice in many ſeveral 
places, the Diverſity of Rites ſuch men would have ſoon 
fallen into, - might ere long have brought them into more 
ſeveral FaQRions, than at that- time they had Tribes. Se- 
condly, to prevent [dolatry, a Sin which for a long time 
ſeem'd natural to the Few! ; and what fo fit courſe to k 
it cff, as to admit of Sacrifice, but only in that Place 
where the High Prieſt himſelf muſt look on, whom it fo 
much concern'd both in point of Conſcience, and of In- 
tereſt too, to ferve no God at all but the true One. - 

| n 
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'- And 'ris worth obſerving with:what height of+Zeal this 
ebrew Church remained 
yet Primitive. Yau may read the Story' in ithe 224 of 


Grit, Law: was: kept whilſt the 


"Jofhicai An' Altar wayſet up onthe other fide Jordan by 
-tbe Rexbenites, and the Gaditer, and the half Tribe of 


'Manefſs, their lot falling in thoſe parts. | News of this 
(Grange ſitrudtureis:ſoon brought to Shiloh, where it found 
:at onco both the Tabernacle, and. the High Prieſt. The 
-People' murmur, the Army is ſtraight drawn.together ; ſo 
-thabthe Forces prepared againſt Cananitifh rangers, are 
-how.defigned to defend Moſes Law againſt morethan Two 


prudently farlt an Embatly is de- 


}Aigned, Fhineas is ſent, and with bim Ten Pririces more 


'to expoſt 


alate with theſe men, . with:what intent they-had 


ſet up fuch an Altar as this, which muſt needs lye fo oper- 


ly. expos'd unto that 
Their anſwer.you may 


cat height of MiſconſtruQion. 
nd, 'verle 22. The-Lord God of 


Gods, The Lord God © of Gods be knows, and 1frael- ſball 
know , we bave not built it is Rebellzon,. to offer there any 
$acrifice, but oaly to be a'Witneſs betwixt us and you, 
+that though divided by. Jorden, we bave yet a ſhare in 
the ſeMf ſame Altar with you. 'For.'Cod. forbid, ſay they, 
;that-we'ſhould Rebel againſt the. Lord, avd turn this day 


From following the Lord , 10 build an altar 
-ing, or Suerifice , beſides the altar of 4ahe 
efore ' the Tabernacle, in 'the 29th verſe of :that 


«which is b 
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Burnt-0ffer- 
d our oof 


«Chapter. /'You. ſex of ſo-foul a: Nature- was this Offence 
-then eſteemed, that by more than Nine Tribes 'twas held 


. (cauſe enough of 'aWar, and'that-a Civil'War too, where- 


cin Jews” were to fight with Jews : and, but to take off. 
;the ſufpicion where no ſuch crime was, it brought more 
- than Two Tribes to the Apology you haveiheard, ſo high, 


- and ſopathetical. 
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And yet in ſucceeding times how conſtantly did they vi. | 
olate 'this moſt ſevere. Sacred Law ? Mountains, . and 
Woods, and Plains, they would 'neefls turn each place in- 
to a Tabernacle. *Twas then you would think the Holy 
Land without doubt, whoſe more frequent Buildings were 
Altars : but Paleſtine indeed was then fartheſt from God, ' 
when ſhe all thus ſeemed a Temple ; and there was no 


' greater ſign of Judab's Apoſtacy, 'than too many ſuch ſigns 


of Religion. Nay, ſo largely ſpread was this grand Cor- 
ruption, that you'l eaſily find there was ſcarce a Man did a- 
void it, Kings, and Prieſts, and People ; ſome were A- 
gents,” others SpeQators,' and all bore a part in this' for- 
bidden Sacrifice. Thus So/owwn, and the whole People 
are tax'd, 1 Kings 3. 2, 3. ' And you need not doubt the | 


. Prieſts were there too z for be the place where it would, | 


none:by Moſes Law could ſacrifice but the Prieſts. Nay, 
not only Solomon's, but the ſucceeding Records of all 
their good 'Kings: {til runs with this abatement 3 He walkt 
in: the ways'of David his Father, but the High Places | 


. were not taker away, the People ſtill offer'd Sacrifice in ; 


the tops of, the High Places. It's thus ſaid of no lefs *' 
than Seven': 'Sulowor,- and Aſs, Fehoſaphats Fehoaſh, Ama- | 


. ziab, Azariab, and-Jothan. Cardinal. Cajevan thinks this 


is Corruption was. as'general, as if. the Jetws reſolv'd to 


. make null Moſes Law by an Hebrew Cuſtom to thecontra- 


ry': and they had don't without doubs, were.our Sins as 
well able to:abrogate a Law, as. we. well know they are to 
break it. This is plain,” that the Cardinal: cancerv'd this 
Abuſe was grown into' a Cuſtom" National, which had 
there ſpread it ſelf over all ſorts and kind of Perſons : So 
that it found no open, no conſtant Oppoſition at all from 
any body of men: then conſiderable : Had it, *tis clear e- 
nough, That Cuſtoms thus oppos'd, can put Humane 
Laws in no danger. But I need not quote ſuch Autho- 
ritics, 
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rities, the very word there us'd, where the Text ſpeaks 
of thoſe Kings, infers this Truth ſtrongly enough. But 
the High places were not taken away, the People ſtill offer'd 
Sacrifice in the High Places. For that Word, the Peo- 
ple , when it's put (ingly, and without oppoſition ,. im- 
plies, - without doubt, the whole Nation which it poiats 
at. Thus when God commands Moſes 3 Speak now in the 
ears of the people: Or in thole Words to Pharaoh, Let 
my people go : No doubt but that Word did point at each 
ſeveral Jew; and though ſometime it may well bear a 
ſence leſs general, yet it then implies ſo much the far 
greater Number, that commonly what remains, is neither 
a part eminent nor conliderable. Nay, to go no farther 
than my Text, *tis plain enough from theſe Words of 


fſhakeb ( who having taken ſo many Cities, had now ſpent 


ſome good time in Jewry ), that this Corruption was ſo 
univerſally ſpread, without any viſible, any noted part 
to oppole it, that he conceived it the only true Service 
of the God of Iſrael: With what Face elſe could He have 
told the Jews, They had no hopes in their God, becauſe 
their King had quite overturned his Religion 2 Had there 
indeed been any Number of Note that had oppos'd 
this Corruption, is at all probable it would have been 
conceal'd in theſe Hebrew Hiſtories > Their Pen-men, 
we know, were all Zealous enough to preſerve the Ho- 
nour of Judea; and yet in this particular we find a ill 
total ſilence : And if any man will needs hold the contra- 
ry, they who call ſo much for Catalogue of Names, might 
ig Juſtice demand of this grand Uudertaker, to ſhew a 
Lilt of thoſe Jews, who from Age to Age, whilſt 


. this Corrugtioa held, did not at. all worſhip ia High 


Places. 


. 
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| The EngliſiCaſe; &e> 
But you'l demand perhaps, For how long a time was the 
Hebrew Church thus corrupted ? And indeed Learned 
Men differ here. Somethink this abuſe began in the times 
of O:honiel and Ehud, Judges: Others plac'd it inthe days 
of Gideon ; admit either of theſe conjectures, and *cwy)l 
be plain in Chronology, that tbis forbidden worſkiip held 
no lefs than ſix hundred Years 3 for all agree, Hezekiah 
was the firſt who durſt be ſo good, in thoſe bad times, as 
to reform this corruption. - But grant we do'abate of this, 
ſince great Clerks corccive, that from the time- that the 
Ark was parted from the Tabernacle, which was no leſs 
than ninety years, from the days of Eli the Prieſt; when 
the Ark went Captive to Philiſi;a, until they both met 


Main in the Temple of Solomon, 'twas lawful to facti- 


fice at more than one only altar, becauſe God had promi- 
ſed his more immediate Preſence as well before the Ark, as 
before the Tabernacle, For this reaſon I ſay ( though 


perhaps it hold not ) grant we abate of that time 5 what 
1 find eſtabliſhed by common conſent, will prove Jarge 
, enough to ſupport all my whole intention. For no man 


dares deny, the Text is ſo plain, in that Catalogue of 
Kings I related, that this corruption held from the days 
of Solomon unto the Reign of King Hezekjah, and fo no 
leſs than upon the Point of three hundred years, as is 
plain, by the computation of Arias Montanys, and by the 
moſt exat in Chronology. | 

So'then, three things are bere-very conſiderable ; firſt, 
the Nature of this Corruption, 'twas in the 'Cenfue of 
Gods Law no. leſs than the fin of Marther ; and: in the 
Cenſure of the Jews, it deſerved no leſs than the Revenge 
of a plain Civil War. Secondly, «the 'Extenwof this Cor- 
ruption z it had ſpread it ſelf throughout the whole face 
of Judea ; ſo that all that was at that time, God's Viſible 
Church, was at once involy'd in this Error, For I need 
not 
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hot now ſpeak of the Ten Tribes ; their high places were 
made waſte, 'a$ is plain enough from the Calves of Dar, 
and of Bethel. - Thirdly, the Continuance of this Corrup- 
tion' 3 it held pfobably for fix, but no man can deny, that 
it remained in the Church of Jewry upon the point of three 
Centuries of years. 

Hence *<will follow clearly 3 the whole Viſible Church 
ms be ſo farcorrupted, that though ſhe forſake not God, 
and ſo run in Non Ecclefiar, to be no Church at all, yer 
for a long time ſhe may do Publick Worſhip in a moſt 
groſs forbidden manner ; and this kind of Abuſe 'may be 
ſo dangerous, that upon its full diſcovery, both Prince 


_ and People may be in conſcience bound to embrace Refor- 


mation. 


Has God's Church of the Law been ſo foully bicmiſhed, . 


and may that of the Goſyel boaſt of a more conſtant Beau» 
ty? Are the Promiſes of this kind more large to us, than 
they were to that Church wherein God's own Son was 
born 2 She in as plain Terms was then call'd the Spouſe 
of God : I will betroath thee unto me for ever, ſaith the 
Lord, Z7of. 2 His People and his Flock : We are the peo« 
ple of his paſture, and the ſheep of his hands, Pal. 95. Yea, 
bis Sons and his Daughters 3 Thox ſhalt call me, my Father, 
faith the Lord, - and ſhalt not depart from me, (Jer. 3. 19.) 
Frue : the Gates of Hell ſhall not ſo prevail, but Chriſt 
will fti!l have a Church 3 and could the Gates of Hell 
prevail againſt her that was betrothed God's own” Spouſe 
for ever ? . That is, at leaſt till Chriſt came. No, they 
could not prevail to make herrun im nor Ecclefraw, to be- 
come no true Church at all 3 and yet they might prevail 
to 'make her run i» Corryptam Eccleſam; into a Church ſo 
much corrupt in her Publick Worſhip, that ſhe might much 
need a Reformation. And indeed, 'tis a ſtrange thing that 
any Chriftian Church which God has plac't among Ger- 
| iiles, 
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The Engliſh Caſe; &c. 
tiles, (ſhould be fo puffed up with a thought of her own 
ſtrepgth, that ſhe cannot fail in this particular. - Fortis a 
Truth clear in the Text, that there's no Church of Gen- 
tiles, but like a Branch from the Vine, it may bequite cut 
from Chriſtianity. And. which is worth obſerving, St, 
Paul has indited this ſclf-ſame Truth to the Romany, inthe 
T 1th chap. verſe '21. Be not high minded, but far for if 
God (par'd not the natural branches, take heed leſt he ſpare 
rot thee. And that this Text implies the Chriſtian Gem. 


' tiles may be all cut off quite from Chriſt, is here the Cort. 


cluſion of Stapletor, and of the Remiits Notes on that Text, 
and of divers of 'their way. 

And to ſay the plain truth, that Text I named can well 
bear no other comment, unleſs wel fondly affirm, that St, 
Paxl warns the Gentiles to'take heed of that miſchance, 
which yet indeed could not poſlibly fall out; And then 
I beſeech you obſerve, if that ſame Church which boaſts 
moſt of ſtrength, may yet run i» No# Eccleſiave, may be« 
come no Church at all, ſhe may much more run i» Corrup- 
tam Ectleſiam,into a Church ſo corrupt in her Publick Wor- 
ſhip, that ſhe may now need a Reformation. , 

| ſay, ſhe may run into a corrupt Church : and do but 
conſider her new claim of Iefal/ibility, and you'l eafily 
yicld, *cis a Vifory to prove, that Roxee may be conquer» 
ed : to makethis appear, She may err, isenough to convince 


| her of no little part of her Errors. If you ask me to ſhew 
- more, [I ſhall beg leave to reply, That'tis an Argument I þ 
affe& not ; for I had much rather be employed in diſcour- I& 
ſes of good life, than in theſe of controverſies ; as holding fit 
that, in all kind of Contentioos, to be the moſt fit Chriſtian þ 


Prayer , Give peace in our time, O Lord, Yet ſince l here 
mz<t with ſuch Diſputes and Waverings ; in ſome T'le think 
oat of Conſcience 3 in others, either out of Vaxity, to en- 
tertain their time, or that under pretence of ſearching Chri- 
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Nian Truths, they'may indeed drive a Trade 3 I muſt hence 
Hold it a Duty T owe nnto moſt of thoſe that now hear me; 
'- | yes, a'Dunry [ owe to that venerable Church that baptized 
It | vs all, though our nowpoor afflited Mother, to keep the 
t& | Fruit of her own Womb from thus trampling on her z to 
© | keep them, as much as in me lies, from being gull'd and 
if || cheated from her Unity, and withal from communicating 
'e | too deeply in fin with thoſe who have now oaſt her on the 
ound. 


Ne Sf you ask then for the corruptions of the Wefters 
t, | Church : ſuppoſe I inſtance but in'one alone, She took the 
Cup from the le: An Abuſe ſetup againſt as clear Text | 

ll |} ae're the High Places were. Drink ye al of this, faith | 
f. | our Saviour, St. Mat. 26. And again (as they interpret | 
©, | that Text), Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, ani! - 
NJ drink his blood, ye have no life in you, in that 6th chap. o 0 
ts I St, Johs. Mark [ye have no life in you]; I know they de- | 
e-. {fend this, and 'make no q at all, but ſome witty | 
P* I Scribe Cog know, well able to defend the Jews; | 
| 
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r- | who, for@ught I know, might have ſaid, as they do, That - 

the Hebrew Church had power over the Sacraments, (and 

$acrifices are no more) or by their new Dodrine of Con- | 
col/taice, they might maintain much more probably, that | 
their High Places and Altars were but only us'd as Parts, as | 
Adpurtenancet, as Corcomitants of the Tabernacle, than | 
theſe, that Shed-blood lies in the Hoſt. - For Shed-bload | 


I Ht muſt be ; This is dn ene ed for you : 
r- Bothattordl uof Bl: the Body, of Blood running 
0g ſid the Veitis, & indee# rv ſhew forth md nr Life, 

al fnot, .as he- commands, to ſhe 'forth- His death ol ts 
's Nay: warden Conmomitance, (whi 

ik fyet in int is buta meer perfett t- 
n- Hoyn DrizkJe all of thin: And 


t fictfon)yet | 
"yi And l appeal to your own Sences 
ai ves, whether to cat 's Blood, be to'drink it; 
| C Their 
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Their Publick Service in an «known Tomgue , is it not as 
clearly againſt the DoQtrine of St. Paxl, Cor. 14. How, 
faith be, ſball the wnlearned ſay Amen at thy giving of 
thanks, ſeeing be underſtands. not what thou ſayſt? in the 
16th verſe of that chapter. Two things you ſee the Apo- 
ſitle there takes for granted; firſt, that the unlearned ought 
to ſay Amer at God's Publick Service : Secondlyythey 
cannot.joyn that conſent of theirs, but to thoſe words they 
underftand. | 
E might inſtance ' in many. more particulars 3 as. inthe 
Adoration of Images, of Saints, of the Excharift, in the 
Do&rine. of Pyurgetory, and thoſe other Articles of the 
New Creed of Trent ; whereof ſome are of dangerous 
practiſe; nay, (as Learned men amongſt themſelves have 
conpfeſwd; Gerſon, Eſpenſews, and many. others) they are of 
praQice, 'among, the Vulgar at leaſt (ſome doubt not to 
add, and-among the Learned too) no leſs than Idololatri- 
cal. -- Others again are made Articles of Faith, which yet 
for oughe-appears,cither in the Text, or in Antiquity, are 
indeed not ſo much as probable Opinions: So that to. ſay 
truth, there are ſtore of men who bave not Ignorance e- 
nough to believe ſuch Articles. And yet the Weitern 
Church, has forced many Souls, into the Faith of this New 
zreed, both by. the Priſon and the Stake : And in this 
yranny hath - aww her ſelf far worſe than e're old Ju- 
dah did. : For though we read of no viſible conſpicuous 
number that Yid avoid the High Places, yet in Charity we 
may think there were ſome fexe that did fo, and yet ls 
regard we read not {o much as one either puniſhed, ordil< 
. Tis true then, that God's Church, yea, his Chriſtian 
Church, may be ſtained with ſome groſs foul Corruptions, 
But what ) Becauſe ſhe may thus err, ſhall each giddy Brain 
be allow'd to controul, or each priyate Hand to _ 


4 Sei in PARIS. 


her? Admit this Diſorder once, and let a Church be in- 
deed moſt Apoſtolick, yet you may be aſſured ſhe ſhall ne're 
want Reformers, if ſhe have either Sons to be employ'd in 
Rebellion, or Eands to be enjoyed by Sacriledge. - A C2 
rah then will dare to tell Moſes to his face, hat all the 
Congregation is holy, as holy-as himſelf, or the beſt.em- 
ploy'din the Tabernacle; all Kings and Prieſts then ; and all 
this ſtir is rais'd, not ſo much that he diſlikes the Order of 
Aaron, bat that indeed he likes his Revenue. . And there- 
forein my Text there's care had of this. AReformation 
follows ; but you'l find it brought in by no leſs-than by 
the Power Royal, whoſe high places , and whoſe altars 
Hezekiah hath raken away, and hath ſaid 0 Judah, 
&c. 

This part affords Varieties 3 and I muſt thereforedivide 
it. - Here's then firft the Prime Agent in this Reformation 
I nam'd, Hezekjab the King, Secondly, the Extent of the 
Reformation, * twas only brought into his Own Territories) 
Judah ;ſalem. | Thirdly, the manner how he (etled 
iez 'ewas done as well by teaching truth, as by reforming: 

ions: He took away the High Places, and he laid, 
Ye ſhall worſhip before this altar at Jeruſalem. Firſt, of the 
Prime Agent, #7:ze&4h the King. 

But to remove theſe Abuſes here, did not this Prince firſt 
abuſe himſelf, to fit his hands for this work ? Did Hezeks- 
« the King make his Perſon no leſs than plain Head of the 
Church.of Jydz2h 2 Were ſome Modern Tongues to: have 
ſupplied RabPakeb's place; this is the Theam, and this is the 
Phraſe they'd have choſed. And: yet.I affure my felf this 
pious Prince would have ſtood'to'r, that 'he was ſupreme 
Governour, in all Cauſes, and _ all Perſons 5 ſo that 

vocationgiveo, he conld no doubt have depos'd 

eH 7h Prieſt, as Solowon once'did fbfather.. (But yet (1 
beſcech' d youabſerve) * cis ONe —y to: burn Incenſe, _ 
eacr 
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aher-to enjoin that this Service be (till duly done: One 
to offer. Sacrifice, another to: command that no Sacri- 
foebe-offer'd; but on that one Altar at Jeruſalem ; The firſt 
of theſe jed unto Aaron Sons, the other to the Heirs 
of David. To bar H:zekjiab this Power in the Church, 
were te: impair his Royaltics, and to deny that to the 
Crown of Judab which all Princes have ſtill challenged 5 
yea; thoſe without the Church, the Kings of Nixeveh, and 
Monarchs 'of 4{ria 3. Their Swords were Eccleſiaſtical. 
Thus that\King proclaims a Religious Faſt, For. 3. And 
Nebuchad: Das. 3. 29. Thus from the beginning Chriſti- 
ar Princes-have ſti]] donethe like, and have let us ſee by 
their: Laws, that: in point of: Coercive Power they (till kept 
the Church-ſupremacy, as clearly appears in the Theodoſcem 
Code, and -in that of: Juſtzzias in the Copitnlars off Charles 
the and ſuch other:coleQions. Juſ{inian, in an Ec- 
clehaftical Novel; comes fully home in this points Fubemns 
rs Archiepiſcopss &* Patriarchas;( i.) Senioris Rome, 
&- Conifantinopalees Nove Rome ; We commang, ſaith be, 
(and-as ies have it under the pain of Depoſition 
too) themoſt bleſſed Archbiſhop,and-Patriarchs (i.) of Old: 
Rome, and:of Canflertiveple ;. then call'd New Rome, &c. 
If that Emperor might command-all the Patriarchs. thean 
ſaves, and:that in a. bufineſs Eccleſiaſtical too, where then 
lay the Church-ſupremacy.? And theſe Nove/s of his were 
info high eſtcem with St. Gregory the great, that 'tis plain 
in bis Epiſtles, he-decides Church-cauſes by them, and that 
with-an 114-decreni#:Dominus wofier Imperator;Our Lord the 
Emperor hath-thus: ruYdyit ichis Laws... - 
the Work: in-my-Text to belong tothem as in chief. | And 
this Qpinion/Gad himſclf'coofirm'd z fos throughout their 
whole ſtory yeu't find, [that Kings orily- are check's whew 
the:Churci war cotrupt, and they only prais'd when ſhe 
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mended. In thoſe Scriptures we read but of Three Noted 
Reformations, andghey were all done by their Kings. By 
King 4ſ«, by this King in my Text, and the laſt by King 
Joſgah, Thoſe High Places alone were pulled down by 4: 


ſa which were ſet up to the worſhip of a falſe God. Hezc- 


kiabgoes farther, and deſtroysthem too, which were ſet up 
for the falſe worſhip, though of the true only Deity. Jo- 
þ goes on, and removes the Groves, and ſuch devices as 
thoſe which Solomon, and other Kings, having of old ſet 
up, they were again renew'd in the wicked Reign of Ma» 
LETT 
But grant a Chriſtian Church to be indeed corrupt, os 
that really mea thiok it is ſo, is't not allowed by Chriſt's 
Law, <ither for SubjeQs, or others, againſt the Will of the 
King, into whoſe care ſhe's put, by force of Arms, to con- 
ſtrain, or beat her to a Purity 2 A caſe of conſcience you'l 
find, whereby to reſolve this, decided by our Saviour's 
own Mouth, inthe 9th chap.. of St. Luke 3 where cntring, 
faith.the Text, into a Village of Sawaria, the Inhabitants 
were {o far fram recciving the Do&rine he intended to 
that Fung 7 —_ m_ Perſon. Hence 
an &#, the Two Sons © er, beginſtraight 
7 ow Temper; What | not ane rn 
the Chriſtian Faith ! Mafter, ſball we command fire from 
heaven? For if Perſwaſion wilt not; draw men unto the 
Goſpel thou bring'ſt, it muſt be done by Fire, or by 
Sword, Our Saviour replies, Je know not of mhat ſpirit 
are * Ye underſtand not: at all wbat thing tis to be a 
Chriſtian. Icame nat to deſtroy mens Lives, but to fave: 
them z I came not 'to plant a Religion in Blood 3 no, L 


- leave that to Twrky, and to Mahowet : Had that been. my 


Iotent, you James and Fobr had been no Apoltles for me : 

would.then have.made choice of Commanders from. an 

; 4 not: of Fiſher-men from their Nets. And __ 
: t 
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theſe times have not we the like Sons of Thunder ?- What! 
will they not receive the New Holy Diſcipline, the very 
Scepter of Chriſt, the Throne of his Mediatorſhip (and in- 
deed they could dolittle, if they knew not how to cloath 
their new Fancies in good Words), Lord, ſhall we -com- 
mand Fire from Heaven ? or if you will, Fire from Hell ? 
Shall we raiſe a Rebellion ? Shall we by a Covenant ſweag 
Chriſt into his Throne, or forſwear the King out of his ? 
What think ye will be replied to theſe, and the like kind 
of men, but ze know not of what ſpirit ye art? It's not 
lawful by Blood to bring in Chriſtian. Faith 3 and is it 
lawful by Blood to bring 1a that thing which they of late 
call a Chriſtian Government ? It's not lawful to plant a 
Church by ſuch Force z and is it lawful thus to: reform 
it ? | They who thiak it is, truly for my part, Incither at 
all know of what fpirit they are, no, nor of what reaſon 
neither 5 This I well know, of what ſpirit they are not 
they are of no ſpirit Evangelical. | | 

So then, to attempt to reform a Church in defpite of 
the Prince whom God has now placed her under, is to'in- 
vade Royal Power, and can be indeed called but' a more 
zealous kind of Rebellion 3 fince to cure a Chutch by fuch 
drenches as theſe, is, no doubt, at the ſame time tb give 
Poyſon to a Kingdom ? and *twas therefore decreed inthat 
moſt ancient Council of Eliberjs ( twenty years before 
that of Nice ), © That if in hatred to Idolatry it feH, a 
« ocrivate man would needs pull down Images, he ſhould 
«by no means beeſteemed a Martyr, if he loſt his Hfe in 


* that ſervice. And the Fathers there give their Reaſon, 


or Apoſtles. No, 'twas their part to preach down High 


becauſe we have no example for this either from Prophets 


' Places, cx Idols, but they well knew 'twas the Duty of 
Kings , of Supreme Powers to removethem : And he car 
be no Martyr for the firſt Table of the Law, who is _ 

= me 
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fame deed a Tranſgreſlors of the ſecond : nor will Gad at all 
thank him as a Reformer of his Churcb, who in the ſelf- 
fame Att is no leſs Than a plain Fraitor to his Deputy. So 
that as for Subje&stotake up Arms againſt their Kings, is 
by the Dodrine of St. Peter and St. Pax, in all caſes dam- 
nable :. ſo ſpecially to do this in point of our Religios, 
which ſo much commends and blefleth Patience, and Suffe- 
rings, and Martyrdom, either upon pretence to plant jt 
where it now isnot, or to reform it where it has been 
planted, is of all other kinds of Contentions or Wars, 
the moſt Tarkiſhly Antichriſtian. 

And therefore to avoid Quarrels and Blood, 'twas He- 
zekiab the King who here retorms the Church of Jude z 
But yet, durſt he adventure alone upon an attempt fo ſa- 
cred and ſo great? No, you'l eafily (ind in the circumſtan- 
ces of the Text, that he had both a Conncil, and withal a 
Ryle to direct him 3 for if you read the 3o, and the 31, of 
the 24 of Chron. you'l ſee this Reformation was made in 
the time of a moſt ſolemn Paſſover, where the Prieſts. and 
Levites , the Princes and the People met 3. and when, 
faith the Text, chap. 30. ver. 30. Hezekiah had ſpoke com- 


fortable words to all the Levites that taught the good knowledg 


of the Lord. Yea, Joſephus ſeems to put into this Kings 
mouth a Synodical Oration in the ninth of. his Antiquities: 
I ſay, when upon the Kings encouragement- the Levites 
had once taught that good: Knowledg, then upon ſuch 
counſel,- ſuch direQion as this, then came the Reformati 
on'3. For ſo Moſes was plain in the bleſſing he gave: upon 
the whole Tribe of Levi : They ball teach Jacob thy judg- 
ments, and Iſrael thy Law, Dent. 33. at the 10.,. And as-he 
had a Council, fo 'tis as plain by the ſelf lame words he had 


' a Rule too to go by, *twas the good Knowledg of the Lord; 


which is in Moſes phraſe his Judgments and his Law: And 


leſt he ſhould perhaps err in the 1nterpretation of that oy 
cred. 


ee 
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cred Text, he had the help of the beft Comment too, as 
you but now heard from the 224of Jana, *ewas the ſenſe 
and praQice of the Hebrew Church, Whilſt ſhe was yet 
Primitive. 
That the Chxrch of England was reformed by the Power 
Royal, by a Power that made uſe of the like Counſd, 
and like Rule, is a truth I think none here doubts of; if 
any do, *ill be ſoon clear'd both from our Stories and 
our Laws ; that firſt Orr Litargy which Reform'd Gods 
Publick Service, was compos'd by Biſhops and others of 
great Knowledg in Antiquity, many whereof attained 
the Honour of Martyrdom : And then the Book of our 
Articles which reformed the Theological Tenets, the com- 
mon Dorines of our Church, were Compiled by Syweds, 
by Convocations, by the two Solemn Provincial Gouncils 
of London, or if you will, the two National, becauſe both 
our Provinces concurr'd in the ſame trath, inthe years $52 
. and 62, And that onr Rule was the fame they here uſed in 
Jewry, Gods word interpreted by the Senſe and Pradtice 
of the Ancient Church, appears in the next Syned ny, 
where 'tis decreed in plain words, * That 
«gertakes to teach any truth as __ to alvaion, 
«which he is not able to make good by Text, as *ewavun» ' 
<« derſtood by the Fathers, and the Ancient Chorch , 
* ſhall be expos'd to Ecclefiaſtical Tenſare, and Gano- 
© nicdl Correftion. And we cannot think our Church 
and po a Rule to her Sons, which yet-ſhe had 
net kept her ſe}f. In this Point then we are hand in 
z the. ſame Power, the ſame Council, 
[ goto the next following, The Bxtews of 
: 'twas only (et up in his own Territories, 
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" Indeed Hezekiab wrote Letters, and ſent to the remains "Y 
of the Ten Tribes, to joyn in this great Action with him 3 
'et | bur they, for the molt part, contemn'd' his Meſſage, and 
| flighted his Attempt, 2 Chrox. 20. The King did exceed- 


er © ing well : For *twas to be much wiſhed, that in a Deſign 
d, Þ highly pious as this, all {/rae/ would have been unani- 
if } mous: But yetif Ephraim, and others, will refuſe to hear, 
nd muſt mend'alone. How penerally a Reformation 
ds | was defir'd in theſe parts of Chriſtendom by men of the Ye 
of Þ choiceſtNote, both for Learning and Piety, 'twere no hard 
ed | Tatk at all to ſhew you. Nay, in the very Council of 
ur | Trext, Ten ſeveral Kingdoms and States defir'd the Cap for 
m- Þ thePeople, both by their Ambaſſadors, and their Prelates: 
dr, | Many preſs'd for a Redreſs of Service in an unknown 
ils F Tongue 3 many for many other particulars: All were re 
th j fugd, and'the Reaſonplain ; Order was there taken (you 


may gueſs by whom ), that there were more Italian Pre- 
Iaes; (ometimes/by Twenty, ſometimes by an Hundred, 
than'there were of all the World beſides ; ſothat in effe& 
all this Chriſtendom would have reformed her ſeH, had 
not 11z#ly oppos'd it. Nor canthatbe calPd a General Conn- 
cl, ('ewas but Patriarchal at the largeſt ) ſince the Biſhops 
| of the Eft, and other great Churches, were not there, 
nor thoſe Three long nr __ m— Putriarhs of 
Conflantinople, and Alexandria, and Antioch, who t hb 
they may Ry ita that Tenet of the Proceſſion oo 
Holy Ghoſt, yet whatever Errorthey are in, in that point, 
they-are in no Hereſie, ag'is confels'd by P. Lombard him- 
ſelf, and/has been'oft made unanſwerably good, by Men as 
well'vers'd if controverſal Points, as any Chriſtendom has 
bred: But 'tis the Artificeof the Weftern Church, to per- 
ſwade the World, that thoſe ancient parts are now fallen 
from- the Church, that ſo within the Curtains of their 
own Patriarchate (he NO General Councils, and an 
. uns 
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univerſal Church ; and ſo though ſhe now make not near 
a Third part of the Chriſtian World, yet with the Dora» 
tiſt, ſhe dares profeſs her ſelf the only Catholick Church, 
and ſo damns all Mankind without her. [Neither yet dok 
deny, nay, I affirm it rather, That a true” General Coun- 
ei] could beſt preſcribe Remedies unto ſo large a Diſeaſe 3 
but to convoke that, was extreamly difficult, and we gre all 
{ure *cwas not done... For what Chriſtian Princes can now 
give ſafe condutt to the Biſhops and Patriarchs of. thoſe 
remoter parts of the Chuxch ? So then, if neither a true 
General Couacil, nor free Patriarchbal,could be had, were't 
nat ſtrange Imprudence to refuſe a Cure, becauſe we could 
not-uſe the beſt Phyſicians ? ' In this caſe no doubt it.un- 

veſtionably, halds, what Gerſou,the Learned Chancellor of 
bot, has ſpoken out without Limitation, and he (as Be/. 
affirms) was, Vir do@us & pins z he, was a learned and a 

aod man too.3 and you ſhall hear that good mans words ; 

olo tamen dicere, &c. * I will not fay, faith be, but the 
& Church may be reformed by parts 3 yea, this is neceſſary, 
« and to effe& it Provincial Councils may ſuffice, and in 
< ſome things Dioceſan : *'tis in his Tra@. de Ger, Con. uni- 
us obed. And indeed Particular Churches have gone far- 
ther in this kind than.our dear Mother e're dream'd of. 
For. far. things there are chiefly of Synadical Cognizance, 
Articles of Faith, Forms of Divine Worſhip, Theological 
Concluſions for the Peace of each Church, and the points of 
' Ceremony. . Only theſe Three laſt were the SubjeQ of our 
Reformatian., we (tilt adhering unto the Three Creeds, 
which are.the Faith of the Church Catholick. But whence 
came. Filioq; in Two of theſe Three Creeds, if not in a 
Provincial Synod 2 In a Genera), no man thinks it did : 
And ſome Learned men aſcribe that Addition of Faith to 
the Eighth Synod of Toledo. And if a Provincial of Spain 
may thus decide Points of Faith, -I underſtand not why a 
., | Na- 
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National of Ezglavd may not be heard in far leſs matters. 
Nay, in the Fourth of Toledo 'twas challenged by the Fa- 
thers, as the proper Right of a National Synod, that it 
might decide Points of Faith,' as clearly appears in the 3. 
Cy. of that Council. | ' , 
- ' You ſcethen the Parallel till holds 3 Hezekiah reform'd 
but his Two Tribes, and our Erglifh Princes but their own 
Territories. I come to the laſt of this'Szco1d General, 
The manner of the Reformation ; He did as well teach'the 
truth, asreform the corruptions: He took away the high plas 
ces, and he ſaid, Ve ſhall, &c. 

- Ye ſhall worſhip before one altar; fo his words are et 
down, 2 Chroy. 32. at 'the 12th. He did not only remove 
their Errors, as if that paſt Triumph might ſuffice them 5 
but for the future he enjoin'd the People to employ their 
Devotion according to God's ſacred Law. And did not 
we ſo too? Witneſs our Catechi/avs, and our Liturgy, our 
many Forms of Devotion to God, arid our many enlarge- 
ments of thoſe Moral Daties we owe to the ſeveral ranks 
of our Neighbours. *Tisthen but.a Calumny, and a fond 
one too, . to call our Faith a Negative Religion, as if to 
believe that ſome Men are erroneous, were the ſole Article 
of all our Churches Creed. Truth is, we may thank them 
for it, that 'tis with us as with Judahz our Profeſſ:on muſt 
needs now contain ſome Negatives : High places are not al- 


Jowable, maim'd Sacraments mult not be ſuffeted, nor Ime- 


ges ador'd ; but yet they may ſoon (ee our Poſitive Tradts 
are morelarge thanour Polemicks, and that we have taken 
more pains to make men good, than to make them Learned 
or Jaudicious, : | 

{ heartily wiſh I could in this regard as well defend 
ſome Sons of our Church, as I am ſure I can our Church it 
{el For many mens il] carriage ſeem to divide the two 
clauſes here, which are ſo _ join'd in my Text. oe —- 
*: 2 iKe 
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he well toremove High Places and Altats, in this regard, 
none ſhall ſhew more Zeal than theyz nay, under preten- 
ces of ſuch corruptions as theſe, if you pleaſe, remove 
Church and all. . But when we once come to this, Je ſhall 
worſhip before one altar 3 ye ſhall bow down, ye ſhall bend 
your felyes (for ſothe word: here. imports ), ye ſhall be 
devout, and religious ; and this not only in your inmoſt 
thoughts, but in your outward Forms of Deportment 3 
they like no ſuch Reformation ; *tis enough to ſave them, | 
that 'they have learned to hate Kome, and that they are no 
ſuperſtitious Perſons. Let not ſuch men deceive them» 
felves. *T will one day riſe up in Judgment, *twill plead a- 
gainſt them, and ſeverely too, that they bave been bred 
Members of ſuch a reforn'd Church, and yet neither in 
their Devotions, nor their Lives themſelves, bave the 

ſhew'd the leaſt Reformation : What good will it dotheſe 
to bave been ſo Chriſtianly allow'd the Bleſſed Cap in the 
Sacrament, when yet either they come not at all, ar come 
in their ſios to receive it? What will it avail thee to have 
God's Service perform'd in a Language thou «nderfland'ſs, 
when either very ſeldom thou heare it read, or doſt not 
beed at all, though thou hear it ? How will that poor man, 
whom perhaps thou now pitieſt, plead againſt thee at that 
Laſt Bar of Chriſt Judgment ? I indeed came ſeldom, and 
with ſmall Devotion to that Sacrament, becauſe I was there 
rabb*d of that. ſacred Cp which I know Thou thy ſelf 
had'ſt left me. I ſeldom came $o God's Publick Service 3 
and being there,l fix'd my Mind on ſome ſecular Lufts, be- 
cauſe I could not underſtand it : And in puniſhment ſhall 
E be equall'd to him who was allowed the Cup, and in Di- 
vine Service might have »nderfiood both all Hymns and 


' Prayers d Believe it, the Reformation was made not to 


boaſt of, but to uſe : And he who ſhall declare, that he 
likes the thing, and yet is no whit the better for it, runs 
at 
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at the beſt but into a kind of Covetouſneſs, (a fin St. Paul 
call'd Idolatry) for; with ſuch miſerable Chutl:, he loves 
indeed to have the power of this great Wealth, and yet he 
doth ne're mean to uſe tt, But we ought to know, that 
when Hezekzab has once removed theſe High Places here, 
tis to this great- end eſpecially, that thenceforth we ſhould 
be the more carefully devout before that allowed Altar at 
Feruſalem : And yet when we have done this, we mult- 
look for Scorns and Reproachesz For if Fudab, or. any 
Child of hers, be grown good, you may ſurely expe&t 
there will be ſtraight work ſor Rabſhakeh, as you'l ſee in my 
laſt part, The Reformation cenſur'd, it's tax'd of N.velty, 
and Schi/zv, and the like. But if ye ſay, We truſt in the Lord 
our God, is not that he, &c. 

"Twas in St. Hierom's time, an Hebrew Tradition, that 
this Rabſhakeh was bora a Jew: ; ſo that Father upon the 
36th of Eſay. Indeed ſo it often falls out, that Jude has 
no man a more bitter Enemy, than when one of the Cir- 
cumcifion becomes a Fugitive. Nor has our Mother- 


' Church been by any more violently oppos'd, than by the 


hands who have left her, by the hands of thoſe ficklemen, . 
whoſe- perſons ſhe did once baptize. 

But leave the Man, come to his Words ; If ye ſay -wnto 
me, We truſt inthe Lord, &c. You ſee Rabſhakeh himſelf. 
was grown ſo much a Divine, as to aver openly, That he 
who puts his Hand to overturn that Religion he profeſles; . 
yea, that . puts his Hand to overturn it too at the ſame - 
time while he likes it, pretend what he will, he truſts 
not in God, he truſts perhaps in the Syrians, or in 


hy oes on, Is not this be whoſe altarr, &&c. He, Ji- 


dab's old God z and therefore *twas no leſs than plain No- 
velty to leave him : Theſe pig Places and Altars, as he - 
conceiv'd, were his too : to leave off. to communi- - 
cate- 
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cate in that Service they once us'd, what can this be leſs 
than « Schiſm? And have not we been long ſince 5 nay, 
are we not reproached even unto this day with the very 
felf.Game Imputations ? They have: ſet up a new Church; they 
| are wicked Schiſmaticks : So'that ſhould the moſt modeſt 
man entertain'that Dream of Pythageras, of the tranſmi- 
gration of Souls from one body to another, he would not 
ſtick at all to affirm, that he who was ence Rabſhakeb, was 
ſince ſome tart Pen-man of this latter Century. 

- Ile ſpeak firſt 'of that Tax, the reproach of Novelty: 
And I beſeech you matk how Rabſhakeh has here fram'd his 
Words. He' ſtrives to lay all upon this Preſent King 3; He- 


z2ekiah took, away, and FHezekiah ſaid 3 No mentiog that | 


this Fat was enjoyn'd by Moſesz aud praQis'd too by the 
Hebrew Ckurch, whilſt ſhe was the Primitive. Thus let 
but Ratfhakeb once tell the tale, and a Church larely re- 
form'd ſhall indeed appearto be but a late founded Church. 
Ignorance may perhaps excuſe this Commander here in my 
Text ; but ſome Learned men in our times are more ex- 
treamly to blame: for you't ſoon ſee how fond are their 
main Exceptions, do but ſuppoſe their Words pur into the 
Mouth of Ratſbakehb, when as here in my Text, at Jer»ſa- 
ſemhe be-ſpake the befieg'd men upon the Wall; * Hear, 
* O ye Few, will your aged Synagogue at' length turn No- 
« velift ? Your Fathers worſhipp'd in theſe High Moun- 
« tains 3 but ye now ſay, Fer»/alew's the place 3 where was 
* the Church before Hezekiab & Wav'c no where, or in- 
« viſtble:? Were yaur Predeccfiors blinded with one joint 
* confent? Orare ye only become more clear of fight, 
6 what !than Solomon the wile, or Aſa the religious ?' Does 
*+ your God ſometime forſake his Church, or will for Hun* 
<« dreds of Years ſuffer it to be ſo conſtantly obſcur'd ? Let 
**'not this pure Prince deceive you ſtill with theſe fond up- 
« ſtart toys; for tis your Fudab's greateſt Fame that ſhe's 
*thought very Ancient. What 
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What Jew, I wonder, could. this ſpeech move, unleſs 
'twere to laughtet? Where was their Church before Hezeks- 
4b 2. In the ſame place, and among the ſame People, and 
'twas ſtill the very ſelf-ſame Church : I ſay, - the fame in 
trath of eſſence (for ſo's a Thief a Trxe man) but not in 
condition or in quality : for formerly it was corrupt, now 
reform'd by the Law of Moſes; formerly it had heen dan- 
gerouſly ”—_ but 'twas now cured by Hezekiah. Let 
them ask Nas 
heal'd him 2 Would he not- divide the Queſtion, He was 
long before, but he was withal Leprous: And Paleſtine 
had (till a Church, but God knows 'twas a corrupt one. So 
then he whocallsa reform'd Church »ew, becauſe 'tis new- 
ly reform'd, might as well call Naaman'a child too, bccauſe 
after his cure the Text plainly ſays his fleſh came agaia like 
a child's. Butin- earneſt, is our Age to be accounted from 
our recovery? Or is a man no Older than his Health ? By 
this Philoſophy they might perſwade the Leper, that he 
bore Office in the Syrian Court before he was a Year Old. 
Let therefore the Modern Rabfbakeb's ceaſe to upbraid' us 
with ſuch known petty Cavils, our Church was no'more 
inviſible than that of J«dah, and might as well be before 
Luther was, as theirs before Hezekiab. | 
- Secondly, ny tax us of. Schiſm 3 which is queſtionlefs 
a great (in,being in frequent Texts very ſharply condemn'd 
in Scripture. *Tis then committed when there is a Sciſſure; 
a Breach, an uncharitable Diviſion made, betwixt thoſe 
men eſpecially, which in point of Religion: were once 
joyn'd aud linkt together. So that where this Rupture 


is, there is fin without doubt; all the Queſtion is, on 


which ſide the Crime mult lie 3- ſometimes it may lie on 
both, but it ever lies on him that gives juſt cauſe of Di- 
viſion, not ever on himthat divides. Abraham did divide 


from his Idolatrous Kindred, and ſo did St, Paw! from = 
| (0 


wan too, where was he before Eh bad / 
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old friends the Jews. The Orthodox Chraitians were fored 
to do the like when Arrienzſm did prevail : and, yet in 
the opinion of theſe Rabſbekehs themſelves, neither 4bra- 
ham, nor St. Paul, nor thoſe old Chriſtians were Schi(- 
matical. Thus when ZZzek#ab once had reform'd the 
Church of J:dea, no man can think a Conſcientious Few 
would at all communicate in the ſervice of theſe High 
Placesz he did divide from it without doubt, although 
before, either by cuſtom or ignorance, or the like, be did 
it frequently without Scruple. And yet might ſuch 'a Few 
be held guilty of Schiſm ? no more ſure than Hegekah, 
who both did and enjoyn'd the like; and- yet the Holy 
Ghoſt in this Hiſtary. bere does in expreſs terms commend 
bim 3 in the fourth verſe of this Chapter be commend 
him as much, for reforming the Church as he does for be- 
ing like David. So that to tax him, were indeed to affirm, 


that the Spirit of God cammends a Schiſmatick himſelf for 


the-very ag of his (chiſm. 

Thus then they are not (till they who divide, but they 
who give or continue. the juſt, cauſe of Diviſion, who are 
guilty of that (in-we ſpeak of. But yet. fince in Church- 
cantroverſies 'tis not ſo calle to Jud what makes that juſt 
cauſe I nam'd, and that no wiſe man-can think it: fit it 
ſhoulc| be left to: each private judgment :- fince in ſuch di. 
viſions as theſe, men are extreamly apt to forget all bonds 
of. Peace, and for poſlefiion ſometimes of a little ſuppos'd 
truth,quit indeed their whole Eſtate of Charity.: therefore 
the Ancients do oft define ſchiſm by theſe two grand notes 
or CharaQers. | 

Firſt, when men make Diviſions in point of Religion 2- 
gaiaſt the. conſent of their lawful Paſtors : %is ſo defined 
by St. Cypriaz, and St. Jerow,and others. Secondly, when 
men caft out of the Church Catholick, and ſo-damn to 
Hell.a}l that hold not their-oginions, And this St. Auſtin 
dath oft times'call ſchiſm in the Dowatiſts. 


And 
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'©d And now take Schilin in what ſcaſe, under what one 
in 8 you pleaſe, our Mother Church is guiltleſs of that i 
tation, 'Firſt take it for a Diviſion in Gods pu blick 
vice 3 She did no mote in that t pbivt' than le was by 
done by Hezeh#4b : (ince ſhe hid as dear Text, and fo as 
pu cas, To give the Cxp to the lez to fxrz their 
otions into a language they »xder as this Ring 
bers bag, to-bring the Fews from theic Ol +> in hi 
no nto that Bite Altar at' Zerwfalew. Nay "the' cau 
we had, was more juſt than that of Judb* becauſe the cor- 
ruptions of the Weſtern Church were all batkt by Ty- 
ranny, Men were conſtrain'd into Errors 3 when yet we 
read not at all that if a pious Few would, bave kept hi 
felf unto' that one dot at Jeruſaltm, ht was ele check 
by their Kings, or 5 cir Þ ts, or cotidemn'd 
ophet by their well 
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Secondly, "Take Schiſm. for an oppt ion made againſt 
our lawfi fol o-lpagcyrh and our Church” you'l find was not 
tter yeither. 'For at that rime whenthe Re- 
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men a@ vr Qpine may be in it ſelf damnable, yet ( Where 
they aredot witfulty perverſe) cuſtomary breeding joyn'd 
with jpnorance vr the like, may txcuſc 1 he men from Cam; 
bation.. And how far we have been, in ſuch, differences 
as theſe, from oiiſng © Man or Commtnion, yea, 
even thoſe that hereto id oppoſe, and now perhaps 
do diſdain us, I appeal to the firft twelve years of Queen 
Elizabeth, where men apparently known to have kept their 
old opmibns, were twot only yerefved into the Service of 
our Church, but were admired to' the Excharift it (elf, 
the very higheſt at of Communion. 

And now [ have gone throngh my Text, and ſhall only 
add, That I fcarce know any Scrople, any Query they 
make, that may not. well be folv'd from this Parallel, 
They ask why their opinions ſhould be conderm'd” for 
Errors, f we know not'the preciſe time when they roſe ? 
yes the Places here were groſs Errors, and yet the 

tearned dare not fay, whether they roſe in the time 

of 'the Jarlpes, or in the daysof Ring Solowon, They ask 
whether vur Forefathers were dzmr'd, who, we grant, 
dyed in their Religion ? And we demand, whether for fo 
any hundred years were all the Jews damn'd that did 
AMtip God in High Places ? 1 think they were nor, if 
they liv'd pions Hives, and kept themſelves from all wilful 

010 For then, tho rhe Errors of both Churches, 
the Hebrew and the Chriſtian roo, were in themſelves 
to tefs than dammable z, yer by ipnerance, or by the like 

viopy with this, "tho they made ao expreſs repenance 
For a hey hey he yet by the ordinzry.diſpenſarion 
vf Divige "the men; we think, eſcup'd Jamiation. 
Hut T have one Query -more, 4 Caſe of Conſcience to leave 
with * Suppoſe 2 Jew that had been righrly bred it 
ri the Refortation of King Hezef4b, ſhould at fall 
«pack ro do Sacrifice ini on es, upon confidence 
« that his Forcfathers might well be ſaved In that _—_— | 
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This Court doth defire Mr. 
Freeman to Print his Sermon 
Preach'd at the Gu:/d-Ha!l/Chap- 
pelon Sunday laſt beforethe Lord - 
Mayor- and Aldermen of this 


City. 
"*X Wagſtaffe. - 


